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Your Relationship With God
In 2018, Brene Brown lead a Sunday Sermon at Washington National 
Cathedral. She begins by reflecting on her own faith journey and she 
describes her and God together as an amazing love story.

Brene says, “If we were hanging out with another couple, they might say 
wow, they [her and God] still have that spark. After all these years, there’s 
still passion and commitment”. Brene is a research professor and author 
who has spent the past two decades studying courage, vulnerability, 
shame and empathy. Her current motto is “courage over comfort” and she 
truly embraces the highs and lows of life.

Although Brene Brown goes on to un-pack her relationship with church, 
it led me to consider my relationship with God and how this differs from 
person to person.

I challenge you to ponder.. what is your current relationship with God? If 
you could identify your favourite element, what would it be?

Jill Briscoe writes “the plan of God is first and foremost for you to have a 
relationship with Him. He wants you to identify with His will and work in 
this world, but He wants you first to identify with Him.  He invites you to be 
forgiven and enjoy His life in you.  He wants to be your Father and desires 
that you be His child.  This relationship with God can happen only when 
you realize that God was reconciling the world to Himself in Christ”.

Devotion adapted from: https://brenebrown.com/ and https://www.
gotquestions.org/personal-relationship-with-God.html

Submitted by Carly Lethborg      

Upcoming Events 
WEEK 8

THUR 18 MARCH
• School Tour at 9:30am

FRI 19 MARCH
• Harmony Day ~ wear cultural dress or 
something orange

WEEK 9

MON 22 MARCH
• Tri-Skills Gymnastics (Year 3-6)

TUE 23 MARCH
• Pre-Sports Day long distance finals. 

WED 24 MARCH
• School Tour at 6:15pm

FRI 26 MARCH
• Sports Day

WEEK 10

MON 29 MARCH
• Tri-Skills Gymnastics (Year 3-6)

FRI 2 APRIL
• Good Friday Public Holiday

WEEK 11

MON 5 APRIL
• Easter Monday Public Holiday

THU 8 APRIL
• Parent Teacher Interviews - Evening
• Term 1 Concludes for Students

FRI 9 APRIL
• Parent Teacher Interviews - Day
• Pupil Free Day
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INSPIRE photos featured this week:
• Year 3 Baldock

From the Principal
COMMUNITY CONVERSATIONS
Please remember to contact Jo Wilson: jwilson@
stpualba.sa.edu.au to book a space for a community 
conversation about “Community Connection” at St Paul. 
This will be a guided session with specific discussion 
points to explore connection and how we can connect 
in different ways as a community.

•   Monday 22 March, 2pm – 3pm in person at school

•   Wednesday 24 March, 12:30pm – 1:30pm via video 
conference

If you are interested, but cannot make on of these 
sessions, please also indicate this with Jo and we will 
consider a third session if there is enough interest.

SWIMMING AND WATER SAFETY REVIEW
In Term 4, St Paul has traditionally held a ‘swimming 
week’ for each Year level, where students head to the 
Aquatic Centre in North Adelaide for a week of water 
safety lessons. Last year, this was unable to occur due 
to COVID-19 shutdowns and the logistics that followed.

This, along with rising costs for swimming and buses, 
has prompted a review of how water safety education 
occurs at St Paul. This process gave rise to our new 
Year 5 camp at Roonka, which our Year 5 students 
attended last week. This camp gives Year 5 students 
the opportunity to learn aquatics and water safety in 
a much more extended and intensive way. Our Year 6 
students also have an aquatics camp in Term 4, which 
also provides an excellent level of aquatics and water 
safety learning. Both of these camps cover the PE 
curriculum more effectively than a week of swimming 
lessons.

As we continue to plan for the best way for our children 
to learn water safety in particular year levels, I’d like to 
hear from families about how this is learned by your 
own children. How much do you as families rely on 

the week of swimming that we provide as part of your 
child’s water safety education? What other activities 
do you as a family do outside of school (eg weekly 
swimming lessons, vacation swimming programs)? 
Please send any information that you are willing to 
provide to Jo Wilson: jwilson@stpaulba.sa.edu.au. Any 
feedback that you can provide will help us to plan for 
effective learning for the PE curriculum.

Leila Mattner |Principal 

From the Deputy Principal
MORNING DROP OFF
In the interest of school security, the driveway gates 
will not be opened until approximately 8:00am each 
morning. We are aware that at times students are 
dropped off early and wait outside of their classrooms, 
using these gates to access the school. Please note that 
there is no supervision of students prior to 8:30am. 
Students who are unsupervised on site prior to this 
time will be brought to SPLASH. 

FIRST PRINCIPLES: REPORTING
Thank you again for emails this week regarding reports. 
Later this year we will delve into a report review and 
seek formal input. But some of this week’s thoughts to 
spur your own thinking are below.

•   I don’t really find that the reports showed me what 
their teachers did. I found seesaw, emails, informal 
chats gave me more of an idea of what their teachers 
knew about them and their learning than the reports 
did.

•   The most important thing for us is that our child is 
known by their teacher. Reports aren’t a great vehicle 
for this.

•   Is it possible that there are more parent teacher 
interviews through the year? I’d gladly take less 
reporting and more face to face time with the teachers.

•   I don’t actually share the reports with the kids.
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We want you to know more about your child’s academic 
and personal development. We want you to know how 
much we understand, and see their efforts to overcome 
the challenge of learning. Any thoughts on how we can 
do this? jfay@stpaulba.sa.edu.au

Jason Fay|Deputy Principal 

 
From the Wellbeing Leader 
 
SHED MEN GO BUSH
Attached to this week’s Inspire is a Save The Date for 
the Shed Men Go Bush Camp on 21st-23rd May 2021. 
Registrations will be sent home very soon. For more 
information please email Travis Munchenberg travis@
tadmar.com or Leon Semmens lsemmens@aapt.net.au 

HARMONY DAY- FRIDAY 19 MARCH
Students are invited to wear their cultural dress or 
something orange on Friday 19 March to celebrate 
Harmony Day. Our SRC Leaders have coordinated 
a scavenger hunt and collaborative art piece which 
they look forward to sharing with the St Paul Lutheran 
Community next week.

PARENT TEACHER INTERVIEWS
Information regarding Parent Teacher Interviews will be 
communicated to families very soon. The dates of our 
interviews are:

•   Thursday 8 April Evening

•   Friday 9 April Full day  (please note, this is a Pupil 
Free Day) 

PRE-SPORTS DAY EVENTS 
Long Distance Finals: Students in Year 1- 6 are to wear 
sports uniform on Tuesday 23 March for pre-Sports Day 
long distance finals.

SPORTS DAY 
A e-form regarding Sports Day collection has been sent 
home. A reminder that Sports Day will begin promptly 
at 8:45am and conclude at 1:00pm on Friday the 26 
March. Students remaining at school after 1:00pm will 
be supervised in the Library until 3:35pm. Please collect 
your child from the Library. After 3:35pm, students will 
be escorted to SPLASH as normal. Please note, parents 
are invited to attend and will be asked to adhere to 
social distancing, use the QR code to check in and 
register RSVP via Trybooking https://www.trybooking.
com/BPPUT 

Carly Bergen|Wellbeing Leader

General News
WEDNESDAY CHAPEL
If you would like to join us for our weekly Wednesday 
Chapel. Please book into a session using the trybooking 
link https://www.trybooking.com/BOMWD 

Leading Chapel for Term 1 is:

Week 9 (24/3) Year 3 Fyffe Garden of Gethsemane

Week 10 (31/3) Year 5 Mattner Peter’s denial

Week 11 (7/4) Pastor Matt Bishop Crucifixion and 
Resurrection

FRIDAY ASSEMBLY
Please note that our first whole school Assembly will 
be in Week 5 (Friday 26 February) led by our Year 6 
Robinson class. You are invited to use the trybooking 
link https://www.trybooking.com/BOPFW

Our host classes for Term 1 are:

Week 8 (19/3) Year 1 Fisher

Week 9 (26/3) Sports Day (no Assembly)

Week 10 (2/4) Good Friday (no Assembly)

Week 11 (9/4) Last day of Term 1 9 (no Assembly)
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St Paul Lutheran School 
44 Audrey Avenue 
Blair Athol SA 5084 
Phone +61 8 8260 2655
admin@stpaulba.sa.edu.au 
stpaulba.sa.edu.au

OUR VISION:

PROUD MEMBER OF:

OUR VALUES:

God’s Word
2 Timothy 3:16-17

Acceptance
Romans 15:7

Excellence
1 Corinthians 10:31

Respect
Luke 6:31

Compassion
1 John 3:18

Hope
Titus 3:7

Community
2 Corinthians 13:13

Love
1 Corinthians 13:4-8a 

Church News
PALM SUNDAY AND EASTER SERVICES AT ST PAUL
We invite you to share the special 
blessing of Easter with us at St 
Paul. Sunday 28 March is Palm 
Sunday and we welcome you 
to come along to our services 
at 8.30am or 10am. At the 
later service there will be an 
opportunity to join in a palm 
procession at the start of the 
service, if you or your children 
would like to participate. Early 
arrival for this please at 9.50am.  
We would love to see you and your family there.

LENTEN STUDY GROUP
Lenten Study Group focussing on the Gospel of Mark has been held over 
4 weeks during Lent. Beginning at 7pm tonight Wednesday 17 March, it 
involves a short prayer service followed by a Bible Study. Tonight is the last 
session. Come along and discuss ‘The Passion and Resurrection of Jesus’.

GROW TOGETHER NEWSLETTER
Each term GROW Ministries creates a newsletter for families to support 
them in sharing the Christian faith at home. The 
term 1 newsletter is being sent home today and 
has articles about reading as a family, caring for 
each other and Easter traditions. The St Paul 
Congregation hope that you enjoy the copy we 
have shared with you this term. If you would like 
more information about ways to share the faith 
at home or have any questions we welcome you 
contacting us via the Church office.

GROW MINISTRIES VERSE OF THE WEEK 
For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son that whoever 
believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life. For God did not send his 
Son into the world to condemn the world but to save the world through him. 
JOHN 3:16-17

A MEAL TIME PRAYER
Lord Jesus, thank you for all the blessings you give us, 

especially this meal before us.

Amen.



  

 

Shed Men Go Bush 2021 
21, 22 & 23 May 2021 

SMGB is back for 2021!. SMGB is an annual camp run by SPLS 
Dads for SPLS Dads (including Male Care-providers) and their 
primary school-aged kids held on private land near Riverton. 

(This is not an official school event.)  

This year our planned activities will include archery, damper 
making, flying fox, bush craft skills, tractor ride and more. 

We are looking for Dads to help with setup and to be part of 
the planning committee.  If you can spare some time to help, 

please contact either Travis or Leon. 

So, dust off the tents and the swags and get ready to go... 
Registration forms will be sent out soon. 

For more information contact: 
Travis – travis@tadmar.com.au  
Leon – lsemmens@aapt.net.au 

SAVE THE DATE 


